Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 02487 260649Z 
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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-OO L-03 AGR-05 /023 W 

074968 

R 260608Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 104 

CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 2487 

FOR EB AND L 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EPAPNZ 

SUB J : BUNKER HILL PACKING CORPORATION, BEDFOR, VIRGINIA, 

REQUEST FOR USG ASSISTANCE IN MEAT SHIPMENT 

REF: BUNKER HILL TELEX FOR AMBASSADOR SELDEN 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. JOESPH VALIANT, PRESIDENT OF BUNKER HILL, REQUESTED 
EMBASSY REPRESENTATION TO GNZ ON BEHALF HIS COMPANY WHICH 
WAS SAID TO BE ENCOUNTERING DIFFICULTIES IN SHIPPING VIA 
MAYAQUEZ, PUERTO RICO, 6,000 TONS OF "NON-QUOTA" NEW 
ZEALAND MEAT FOR USA MARKET. TELEX FROM VALIANT TO 
AMBASSADOR RECEIVED AUGUST 21 ASSERTED THAT VALIANT HAD 
CONSULTED DEPARTMENT'S OFFICE OF LEGAL ADVISOR. 

2. VALIANT WISHED SHIP MEAT ON REFRIGERATED EXPRESS LINE 
(REL) WHICH WAS PUTTING UP $2 MILLION TO FINANCE DEAL. 

THIS CONFLICTED WITH EXISTING CONTRACT BETWEEN NEW ZEALAND 
MEAT PRODUCERS' BOARD (NZMPB ) AND BRITISH CONFERENCE LINES FOR 
SHIPMENT OF NEW ZEALAND MEAT TO PUERTO RICO. IN SECOND 
TELEX RECEIVED AUGUST 22, VALIANT SAID THAT NZMPB'S REFUSAL 
TO USE REL VESSEL HAD FORCED HIM TO CANCEL MEAT DEAL. 

3. SINCE INFORMATION FROM VALIANT WAS LIMITED, COMMERCIAL 
OFFICER GOT IN TOUCH WITH NZMPB TO ASCERTAIN FURTHER 
FACTS. HE WAS INFORMED THAT MEAT BOARD HAD ALREADY CABLED 
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SHIPMENT. STATED REASON WAS THAT BOARD COULD NOT JEOPARDIZE 
ITS EXISTING SATISFACTORY CONTRACT WITH BRITISH CONFERENCE 
LINES BY USING ALTERNATE LINE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

4. COMMENT: INASMUCH AS THE NEW ZEALAND MEAT PRODUCERS' 

BOARD APPEARED SOMEWHAT CAUTIOUS RE INFORMATION ON PROPOSED 
SHIPMENT TO MAYAQUEZ AND IN VIEW DESCRIPTION 

OF MEAT SHIPMENT IN TELEX AS "NON-QUOTA' 1 , QUESTION ARISES 
IN OUR MINDS OF HOW THE PROPOSED MEAT SHIPMENT TO MAYAQUEZ 
FOR RE-SHIPMENT TO USA MIGHT FIT INTO OUR VOLUNTARY QUOTA 
SYSTEM. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING CLARIFICATION FROM DEPARTMENT. 
SELDEN 
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